The Marks Of A Disciple Of Jesus Christ
Part Four

* Adisciple of Jesus Christ loves to have fellowshighv@tod. He loves to be
alone with God and talk with God.

* Adisciple of Jesus Christ loves to learn the wil3xfd for His life. He loves to
study the scriptures to discover the will of God for Hes

» Adisciple of Jesus Christ loves his brothers andrsisteChrist.

Matt 12:47-50

47 Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy bretasd without, desiring
to speak with thee.

48 But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who isatiier? and who are my
brethren?

49 And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples said, Behold my mother and
my brethren!

50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father wh&miheaven, the same is my
brother, and sister, and mother.

KJV

Jesus considered His disciples to be His family.ldded them like you should love your
family.

If you are one of His disciples, he considers you ta b@mber of His family.

Jesus commanded His disciples to love one anothée &sd loved them.

John 13:34-35

34 A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love onghan; as | have loved you,
that ye also love one another.

35 By this shall all men know that ye are my discipiege have love one to another.
KJV

After Pentecost, those first disciples consideredt tieav brothers and sisters in Christ to
be their family.

Acts 2:41-47

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptizeditl@e same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls.

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' docamaefellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers.

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders andveggasione by the
apostles.

44 And all that believed were together, and had all thingsnaon;

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted thenmeralas every man had
need.

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the teapphd breaking bread from
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness an@segy of heart,



47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And.¢ind added to the church
daily such as should be saved.
KJV

In the Old Testament the family is mentioned about 2464 In the Gospels and the

Epistles it is not mentioned once to refer to a mafe,vand their children. In this one

instance the word family is used to refer to the Housediofhith or the body of Christ.
Eph 3:14-15

14 For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of ourJlesuals Christ,

15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is mhme

KJV

Now the command to love one another as family doeseain we should neglect our
specific biblical responsibility to our natural familyyr parents, our spouse, our children,
and our siblings. At the cross Jesus gave specific direfdiche care of his mother.

But Jesus commands us to consider all of His disciplbs tr family. He wants us to
love them like family. He wants us to consider ourg€iom Family as dear to us as we
do our natural family. He wants us to be like Stephanas.

1 Cor 16:14-16

14 Let all your things be done with charity.

15 | beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Staphtat it is the firstfruits of
Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to thistryiof the saints,)

16 That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every ahéelpeth with us, and
laboureth.

KJV

Having this kind of love for your Kingdom Family is a workgvace through the
Holy Spirit. It is natural to love your natural fagndnd to be concerned about their
success. It is supernatural to love your Kingdom Familyvde you love your
natural family. It is natural to love your own childrelt is supernatural to love your
Kingdom Family the way you love your own children. Thens could be said for
your siblings. It is natural to love your own siblingsis supernatural to love your
Kingdom Family the way you love your own siblings.

When we receive Jesus as our savior, He gives us thisdower Kingdom Family. It is
one of the fruits of the Spirit.

» This love needs to be nurtured to be maintained
Just like parents who remind their children to love onghampwe need to
be reminded. We can lose our love for one anotheutjtr neglect or hurt or
disobedience.

* This love needs opportunity.



Gal 6:10
10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto &l especially unto them
who are of the household of faith.
KJV
The formation of the local church was to provide a ptaada people for the Kingdom
Family to live and love like a family.
Heb 10:24-25
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto lovecagddd works:
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves togetheheasénner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as yheseay approaching.
KJV
» This love needs leadership.
1 Cor 16:15-16
15 | beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Staphtnat it is the firstfruits of
Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to thistryiof the saints,)
16 That ye submit your selves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us,
and laboureth.
KJV

There are those who would say that the leadership andipagian of the local church is
not that important because what is important is tlehave the right heart.

But let me ask you this. Would you say the same thing abscihool? Would you say
the same thing about a business? Have you ever heawdl it Zai

If a business ran its organization the way the lobatah runs its business, the business
would go broke.

How important was leadership and organization to the ehdych? The first disciples
of Jesus were the first elders of the church. Thicsteelders certainly had the right
heart. They were leading the church to love their kingtlomly. But because of a
problem in organization, that love was neglected.
Acts 6:1
6:1 And in those days, when the number of the discipéssmultiplied, there arose a
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, becausemidews were neglected in
the daily ministration.
KJV

Love without wisdom is a waist!

Love without wisdom also makes us appear to be hyparitic

It is important that we have the heart that Jesus haakrtbHis disciples and consider our
brothers and sisters in Christ to be our Kingdom Famil

But it is just as important that we have the rightlé&rahip and organization. Otherwise,
we will not fulfill the command of the Lord to lowene another as He has loved us.



After the church at Jerusalem was dispersed due to pemseaubiat do we know about
the leaderships and organization of the early church?

* Each assembly was small when compared to most modegnegations.They
met in homes. It is believed that the first buildimglt to house a church was not
built until 230AD. It was small. There were no greathedrals built for large
congregations during the first 400 years of the church age.

* Each small local church had an elddihe elder was the Pastor.

» Each elder of a local church worked with other elders.

» Each local assembly multiplied as new converts were and a new elder was
trained by an existing elder.

2 Tim 2:1-2

2:1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the gracaghatChrist Jesus.

2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among m@ngsses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach atlaso.

KJV

Does our leadership and organization look like what the LaasJend the apostles first
formed?

In today’s organization, small assemblies have bedaaeg by large ones. The really
large ones are called mega churches. As an assembly grieviead by a small group of
full time Pastors with a senior Pastor.

|sit possibleto love one another the way Jesus hasloved us
with thiskind of leader ship and organization?

If you had an orphanage with 500 children and only 10 adults ptehethose children,
could you fulfill the command of Christ for each child?

How many adults do you think you would need to make each cildofe=d like
family?

In 2004 | resigned. My family was really hurting. For 1&ntis | got to sit where you
sit. | want you to know that it was not very pleasaBéing one individual in a mass of
500 people with no Pastor assigned to personally cag@iodid not make us feel very
loved.

Last year | read a book called, “So You Don’'t Want ToTédChurch Anymore.” There
were many times during those 15 months that | felt thgtseahe title rung a bell.

| don’t personally blame any one for this but mysélhad led the church to have the
wrong leadership and organization and | had no one to blammysetf. | knew that
changing the titles of a few men from A/C to elders wat going to make a difference. |
knew that doing away with the role of a senior Paatal replacing that role with a
committee of men was not going make a difference.



What is needed is a people who have the heart of Jasasdt His disciples and an
organization like the early church that will enable bbey of Christ to live and love one
another the way Jesus lived and loved His disciples.

It happened in the early church for 400 years. Could it mapgain?

If it doesn’t happen, our nation is going to be compleitedy to hedonism.

Our mega church organization is not going to change otureul As fast as some of
these churches are growing, they are not going to keeptluphe population growth of
unbelievers. The current emphasis by some on having § @Goaily and Godly
children is not going to change our culture. Pagans ang beproduced at much faster
rate then parents are able to reproduce Godly childre@adly generations.

We need a plan that is faster than reproduction evesgtinyears.

The only way we are going to change our culture and thelwsofbr God’s people to
have the heart of Jesus for His disciples and am@afdon like the early church that will
enable the body of Christ to grow and reproduce at a festethan the world’s
population.

It happened once. Can it happen again?

| have repented and dedicated the rest of my life to tiis &Vill you join me?






