Ex 32:31-32

31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, thisigp&ape sinned a great sin,
and have made them gods of gold.

32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if ndilot me, | pray thee, out of thy
book which thou hast written.

KJV

Moses led a stiff necked people whose moral life would delstaethe worst forms of
depravity during times of unbelief.
This included...
e Drunkenness
» Sexual immorality
* The shedding of innocent blood
* Bowing down to false Gods.
They had witnessed miracles. They saw Moses exetisisee power over the laws
of nature. But the smallest inconvenience would cause theomplain and rebel
against the leadership of Moses and be willing to go backyptE

There were so many legal problems between the peoplsltdsas had to create an
elaborate legal system. The rule of law that Go@ gawMoses in Exodus 20-23 reveals
the immoral practices of the people that had to beralted by various judgments.

Now in spite of their evil condition and despicablerelster, Moses loved them!

We see this love in what he offered to God for thalvagion.

Ex 32:31-32

31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, thisigp&ape sinned a great sin,
and have made them gods of gold.

32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if ndilot me, | pray thee, out of thy
book which thou hast written.

KJV

This offer is very similar to what Paul said in Romar&

Rom 9:3

3 For | could wish that myself were accursed from CHoistmy brethren, my kinsmen
according to the flesh:

KJV

Now this is Valentine’s day and | understand the lova wian for his wife who has been
the most significant person in his life. You would expeatan to love a woman, who
served his every need day and night; who was his greateshdasupport; who was his
chief confident and his most comforting comforter; bastft and only intimate lover.
The lost of such a one is unbearable. It would be unddedbénfor a man who had a
wife like this to love her so much that he would offer $gthto be eternally cursed to
save her from divine judgment.



But it makes no sense at all for a man to feel this aBut his wife if she is an
unrepentant harlot; whose extreme focus on her sgtiskieer from ever seeing his needs;
who betrays her loyalty to him in every way imaginaliey even leading his children to
rebel against him; who constantly threatens to leavedrra life that he saved her from
through his own sacrifice. You would expect such a magreeavith God when God
says he intends to kill her.

Instead of agreeing with God when God declares His iotet kill them all, Moses
offers himself as a substitute if God will not forgivem.

32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if ndilot me, | pray thee, out of thy
book which thou hast written.

KJV

Now what we see in Moses is the heart that God hatddost and that He wants us to
have for the lost.

Our heart is changes the moment we receive Jesuseddige a new heart. But this
change does not mean that there is not a further neggdwth that makes us more and
more like Jesus.

Our spiritual heart is like our physical heart. Our phgideart may be well but its
capacity to perform well can be enlarged through the rightrhent and exercise.

The same is true for the new heart that we recebra fresus. It is new but its capacity
to love can be enlarged through the right treatment andisge The Holy Spirit is
always working to enlarge our heart so that we will lmeenand more like Jesus.

When our heart is mature, we will have a heart ferldlst like the heart Moses had for
the stiff necked Jews!

How do you get a heart like that? Moses consideredethie th be his people even in
their lost condition. This was also true for Paul.

Not only were they his people but they were in great dangieses heard the intentions
of God to destroy the stiff necked Jews.

Now the lost are your people and they are in extremgetarThey are in danger of
experiencing an eternal curse and suffering that is newexe than any of the plagues of

Egypt.

The plagues as they appear in the Bible are...

1. (exodus 7:14-2Hwaterturned to bloodkilling all fish and other water life.
2. (exodus 8:1-8:15frogs

3. (exodus 8:16—19lice or gnats

4. (exodus 8:20—30beastr flied”




5. (exodus 9:1-)diseas®n livestock
6. (exodus 9:8-1Punhealable boils

7. (exodus 9:13—3bhail mixed with fire
8

9

1

. (exodus 10:1-20ocusts
. (exodus 10:21-2%arkness
0.(exodus 11121) deathof the first-born of all Egyptian families.

To have a heart like Moses you must change your perspectivehave to have the
perspective that the lost are your people and that tleeip great danger.

A change of heart is always preceded by a change of pgvgpec

For example, when | was a young man in college | datee very nice young ladies. |
hoped one day to find one that | would marry and we wouldappyh But one day the
Lord convicted me that | was defrauding these young ladweswere my sisters. As |
would date a young lady, she would begin to have greatectatjoms for our
relationship than what | had. At some point | wouldtelt that | did not believe that our
relationship should be serious or lead to marriage and ldvgop dating her. She would
be hurt and disappointed as | moved on to the next redéiijpn After this happened
three different times, | saw the Lord’s perspective antlehehange of heart. | felt badly
for them and realized that | was sinning against them antadid by defrauding them.

After | prayed about it, my solution to the problem wastoid any serious dating
relationship. Be friends with lots of young ladies andié singling one out until | was
prepared to make a commitment to marriage. To avoidirsgnghe out meant to avoid
physical intimacy which also helped my thought life anddveonotional intimacy by
talking with the same girl or dating the same girl aegular basis. It basically meant
having many good friendships without doing things wrong thatldpgd great
expectations. This worked well since | was poor.

My change of heart and my change of strategy came drchange in my perspective.

| have experienced this many, many times since | receiged.Jd he Lord convicts me
by showing me something from His perspective. Thisgésmy heart and leads to a
new strategy.

Now you can reject the Lord’s perspective and not hasleage of heart. If you have
heard the messages the last two Sundays and today’s senchgau have not had a
change of heart toward the lost then you have rejghtetord’s perspective. Your mind
is arguing with your spirit. Now the strongest argumangsthose that are based on
scripture. This causes you to war against the HolytSpihh both your mind and your
conscience because you believe you are following God.

It is impossible for a believer to have a change of helaen they are in this condition. If
you are in this condition, you must first see how fiaue been deceived. Because of



pride this is not easy. It is much easier to confesess®ecret sin than it is to confess you
have been deceived in your understanding of scripturs.ektfaordinary to confess you
have been doing the wrong thing when you have believed ymeideeng the right thing.
Being deceived obviously affects more people than sometsaor Pride can keep you
from even given consideration to the fact that you Hmeen deceived.

Now | do not know all the arguments that rise up in pésphends when | preach this
message. But | can tell you there is no legitimatpteral argument against loving the
lost the way Jesus loves them; the way Moses |dweatthe way Paul loved them. If
you have believed there is, you have been deceived bydalskeing. We may disagree
over a strategy for reaching them but there is no scalamgument against loving the
lost the way Jesus loves them.

Now | want to close with this. When Moses came dowmfthe mountain after
receiving the law and discovered that the people had sinnédel vehivas away, he
appointed the Levites to go throughout the camp and killi@ydio was not repentant.
Three thousand were slain that day.

Pentecost was the name of the Jewish feast that eororated when Moses received the
law and came down from the mountain. It was on theod&entecost that the Holy
Spirit was poured out in Jerusalem. After Peter pre@cthree thousand Jews were
saved.

Now only three thousand repented on the day of Pentdrdgste unrepentant were not
immediately slain. Why weren’t the unrepentant slairnlos Pentecost the way they
were on the first one?

Peter explains this change in....

2 Peter 3:9

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as sonmecoent slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perigh,tbat all should come to
repentance.

KJV

The Lord is longsuffering to us ward. There is muchevairstake than just the physical
life of the unrepentant. As a result, the Lord isglsuffering to us-ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance

He loves them. He does not want them to perish. D@ yo

Are you willing to offer what Moses offered for the stiecked Jews.

32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if ndilot me, | pray thee, out of thy
book which thou hast written.

KJV



If you are not willing than you do not have the heart Jaasdor the lost. Will you
receive His perspective and allow the Lord to change leart? Will you lay down
your arguments and accept the Word of the Lord?

Now | am very excited about what the Lord will do inaui&l through us if we will let
Him create His heart in us.

The Lord has shown me on various occasions His Faattie lost. | have seen His
perspective before now. | have even felt emotiorsdiye of what lost people are
feeling in hell. When this has occurred it has alwaysdpeed in me a burst of
enthusiasm for reaching out to the lost. As a resb#ye engaged in the following
forms of evangelism.

Evangelism can be done cold turkey. This means you go opatstrangers and use
diagnostic questions to confront them with the gospék Oord uses this approach to
help us develop courage. It takes a lot of courage to do this

Evangelism can be done through events. This means yoe osi neighbors and
relatives to an event where the gospel will be preabljedgifted evangelist. The Lord
uses this approach to help us develop endurance. Lost pedple/diu. They make
excuses. You have to stay after them.

Evangelism can be done through developing personal relagisnsith those who are
lost. This means you take the initiative to befrienolsaperson. You enter their world
and they enter yours. You start treating them like yeulzeir shepherd. This develops
a sense of belonging created by trust. You share thelgagp¢hem through a planned
bible study that they agree to attend or just during theseoof life. The Lord uses this
approach to develop genuine love in us. As we have seeiViagibs, lost people are not
easy to love. They are lost.

| have always been more drawn to the last strategglieve in the other two and have
been involved in both and have planned both for the ctuthbelieve that the last
strategy is the Lord’s strategy for every believeregoroduce disciples of Jesus Christ
day by day and month by month through out the course difeul have seen that
events are much more effective when believers hage burturing personal
relationships with the lost. It is also very natuaatlo follow up with those are won this
way. You just move from leading a person to Chadeading a person to know who
they are in Christ. But the main reason | belisgst in the last strategy is that it was the
strategy that was most prominent with Jesus. Jesnessitd cold turkey. He preached
at events. But what He did most was spend time withdr2 nThey were all lost when
he first met them and when he first began to devel@tasionship with them.

| don’t recommend 12. You are not a rabbi and we do notrligeculture that accepts
the life style of rabbi’'s. People cannot just leavegténg to follow you and it is cool.



But you can adopt the last strategy. But it will cast yhe most. Events come and go.
You can plan a specific time for going witnessing for aartor two each week. Both of
these just cause minor changes in your life.

But to befriend a lost person the way Jesus did you loav&ke a major change in your
life style. Just think about how much time he took tdurerrelationships with those
first twelve?

You have to come along side a lost friend. You shatie thhem the things you've
learned through success and failure. You have to spend etumgglvith them so they
get to know and trust and see what difference Jesus hasmaule life. They will not
see that you are perfect. But they will see why youe leahope for change. You have to
be with them during times of crisis. The Holy Spirsies this to bring them to a place of
repentance and faith where they want to copy your dedsifollow Jesus.

2 Tim 2:3-7

3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldiesus @drist.

4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with theileffaf this life; that he may please
him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is hecnmivned, except he strive lawfully.
6 The husbandman that laboureth must be first partakee dfuits.

7 Consider what | say; and the Lord give thee understgma all things.

KJV

To evangelize in this way you have to become like dieol

To evangelize in this way you have to become like hletst.

To evangelize in this way you have to become like mdar You cultivate, you sow, and
then you finally harvest.

If you do not change your strategy and the way that y@ there will not be a harvest
for you. What will you say to the Lord?

The elder of a local church was leading the way. Heavweonstant encouragement to
those who were won to live this way. He was like amaethose who were won while
being like a farmer to those who were lost. We neecemmature elders in the body of
Christ to lead us.

None of us will ever be perfect. But we can becomiirea We are not mature unless
we are reproducing new disciples of Jesus Christ.

If we are not mature, than we need to become a Tintotegmeone who can help us
develop the Lord’s heart for the lost.






