Ye Are Complete In Him
Part Three

Col 2:8-10

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vaintdefter the tradition of
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not aftersCh

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead lodil

10And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:
KJV

God created us with a vacuum. That vacuum is our basdsneOur basic physical
needs are food and covering.

We also have basic needs for life in our soul.

Our greatest need isthe need to be loved!

This is why Paul said...

Eph 3:19

19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledus, yte might be filled with
all the fulness of God.

KJV

Knowing we are loved meets two other basic needs inculr s
Knowing we are loved makes us feel significant and secure.

Tobecompletein Christ meansthat God has met thisbasic
need for lovethru His Son!

God has filled this vacuum thru Christ!
Yearecompletein Him!

It feels great to be loved by others. But we do not nedx loved by others to be
complete.

Last Tuesday was Will's f2birthday. Saundra and | took Will to Ted’s in Edmond. As
we ate | discussed with Will the importance of thishoiey. We talked about his
transition to manhood from childhood.

This transition from childhood to manhood at age 12 was thamgethat a Jewish boy
anticipated. It was something that he looked forwardik@osbme in our society look
forward to going to college. But instead of going to collegtirther their education, a
Jewish boy would join his father in the family business.



| shared with my son Will the story about Jesus beingtentionally left behind in
Jerusalem when he was age 12. His family had made tHeotrngNazareth to Jerusalem
to participate in one of the Jewish feasts that commnated what God had done for their
nation. When Joseph and Mary left Jerusalem to reduNarzareth they assumed Jesus
was with him. When they discovered he was missing Weg very concerned and
returned to Jerusalem. They found their son at thpléeparticipating in a discussion
about the scriptures and the law. When they expresskssts their concern, this 12
year old responded by saying...

Luke 2:49

49 And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not kilnatvl must be about
My Father's business?"

NKJIV

Will got it! It is interesting that his parents did ndfor the next verse says...
Luke 2:50

50 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them.

KJV

Now Jesus did honor Joseph by joining him in the familynass and Jesus became
known as a carpenter. But this was not his father'mbss.

His father’s business was restoring people.

John 5:1-20

5:1 After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesuoisup to Jerusalem.

2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a poah vehtalled in the Hebrew
tongue Bethesda, having five porches.

3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blinalf, withered, waiting for the
moving of the water.

4 For an angel went down at a certain season intpabk and troubled the water:
whosoever then first after the troubling of the watepged in was made whole of
whatsoever disease he had.

5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmitytland eight years.

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had beei fmwg time in that case, he
saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole?

7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, | have no maanwiine water is troubled, to put
me into the pool: but while | am coming, another stepgdetiin before me.

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.

9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up Hisaoel walked: and on
the same day was the sabbath.

10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was curedthié isabbath day: it is not lawful
for thee to carry thy bed.

11 He answered them, He that made me whole, the sahensa me, Take up thy bed,
and walk.

12 Then asked they him, What man is that which saidthe® Take up thy bed, and
walk?

13 And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jeadsbnveyed himself away, a
multitude being in that place.

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said untpBedmold, thou art made
whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.



15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jdsioh, mad made him whole.
16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sostgyt tom, because he had
done these things on the sabbath day.

17 But Jesus answer ed them, My Father wor keth hitherto, and | work.
18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, bedais®t only had broken the
sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, makimgetiiequal with God.

19 Then answer ed Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto
you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father
do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.
20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that
himself doeth: and he will shew him greater wor ks than these, that ye
may mar vel.

KJV

More important than the physical restoration was ¢iséoration of a relationship with the
Father.

2 Cor 5:18-19

18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to dliny Jesus Christ, and hath
given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the wlarhto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the Wwacbaciliation.

KJV

This was His Father’s business.

For this relationship to be restored, people would have Bwveea revelation. The
revelation that was needed was a revelation of Gogs for them. Up until this point in
history, with only a few exceptions, men who believethsnGod of Israel, believed in a
God that constantly needed to be appeased. They livedithsiin fear of His wrath
and their greatest motivation for obedience to Hisvas to appease His wrath. This
fear of God is called the beginning of wisdom.

It appeared to the people that this was what God wanteelir Aistory was filled with
stories about God’s wrath. They saw the sacrifgyatem was an endless effort to
appease God.

But this motivation was difficult to maintain from ge&ation to generation. The
generation that followed a generation that feared Gmaldwot fear him. They would
reject his moral guidelines and even turn to other Goasl v@uld judge them again to
cause the next generation to fear Him and the cypleated itself.

The people thought this was all that God wanted and thdg oot hear the prophets
who talked about God’s love for them.

So Jesus came to do His father’s business. He wouldlrneefather by the way that He
lived and loved. Then thru the cross He would not only eggptee father for all who
would believe but He would meet man’s greatest need whitle iseed to be loved.

Thru this revelation of the Father’s love, the relaship that the Father desired would be



restored. Men would then obey the Father becausdrisgd in the Father’s love and
they loved the Father.

Jesus did His father’s business and did it well. He miade it clear that it was the
Father in Him reconciling the world to himself. Theyrevén this together and both
would suffer because they were one. Who suffered aiotiee cross?

But even though Jesus did His father’s business wisleident when you read the
epistles that problems soon developed in the church.

Gal 1:6-8

6 | marvel that ye are so soon removed from him thé&dcgbu into the grace of Christ
unto another gospel:

7 Which is not another; but there be some that trogdole and would pervert the gospel
of Christ.

8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any gtispel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

KJV

Men who believed had a hard time maintaining their faitithe Father’s love. They had
a hard time resting in the Father’s love.

Times were tough. Circumstances were tough. Peop&taegh. All of this suffering
made it appear that they had done something wrong and ¢éhaatiher still needed to be
appeased.

Then there were those times when people in the cthunelv they had failed. Instead of
seeking to discover what was wrong in their relationship the father that caused them
to fail, they fell back into the trap of trap of cregtinew laws that would keep them from
failing.

Then there were those men with lots of spiritual ion  Their goal was to do great
things for the Father. To experience God’s power thag\m they had to make
exceptional sacrifices for the Father. If they waoéblessed in the way they anticipated
than something must be wrong and they called upon themseldaesthers to make
greater sacrifices.

These circumstances made the church very vulnerabietbea gospel or a return to the
law. Many in the church began working to appease God sthiéhacould be loved by
Him.

Col 2:16-18

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drinky oespect of an holyday, or of
the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the bodyGhost.

18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntamihty and worshipping of
angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seanly puffed up by his fleshly
mind,

KJV

These same kinds of circumstances exist in the chaday and so many are working to
appease God so that they will be loved by Him.



Jesus did His Father’s business and did it well.

Col 2:11-15

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circurncishade without hands, in
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by thewincision of Christ:

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are riséh thim through the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcisigowf flesh, hath he
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespsiss

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that wasregais, which was contrary to
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shtnem openly,
triumphing over them in it.

KJV

The current spiritual recession in the church is netf&ult. We have failed to receive
God’s love and to live in it. This is evident by the wag tneat one another in our
families and in the church. It is evident by the wayliwe behind closed doors.

| recently read a testimony of woman who loved her hugla spite of his sin. He left
her for another man. After contracting the aids vitlus, woman moved back in with her
husband to be his caretaker until he died. She then dghthe thing for his former
lover. Both of these men came to accept her faitheisown before they died.

She did not do this out of shame because her marriagiifed. She did not do this
because she had failed as a wife to do enough to lovaubband. She had no ambition
to do some great work for God. She was just living @nRather’s love and this freed her
to be about her Father’s business when He prompted Herttes. She did it well.

And so can you if you will discover the Father’s larel learn to live in His love.

When people ask you why you are doing what you are doing yblbevable to say to
them...

Luke 2:49

49b Did you not know that | must be about My Father's basfitfe NKJV



